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Roman provinces, and appears to have attained some con-
siderable degree of civilization. She was governed by Roman
officials and planted with Roman settlers, who reproduced
the familiar features of Roman life and culture. Roads were
constructed, the most permanent fruit and abiding witness
of the Roman occupation ; improved methods of tillage were
introduced, mineral wealth was exploited1, and the re-
sources of the country were energetically developed. None
the less Britain always remained the outpost of the Empire,
valuable only for her strategical position and for her corn
tribute. She was the last province to be acquired and
the first to be abandoned; while her civilization was
superficial and not deep-rooted. Gaul and Spain2 were
completely transformed by the thorough permeation of
Roman influences; but in Britain the Celtic life flowed on
undisturbed. The arrangements of tribal society continued
side by side with the large private estates of the Roman
landowners, for the existence of a landed aristocracy was
not incompatible with the continued survival of Celtic life in
all its primitive aspects3. Moreover, the nature and extent
of the villa system would seem to have been exaggerated.
Roman villas, while numerous, were not sufficient to exclude
other systems of land-holding. The view that Italy and
the provinces were ruined by the development of large
estates, latifundia perdidere Italiam, needs to be modified4.
Nor was the villa identical with the mediaeval manor5,
for the position of the colonus was not attended by the
same legal disabilities and economic subjection to the lord
which stamped the English serf.
In any case, however, Roman civilization in Britain must Disruption
have been largely swept away in the disruption of society that
followed the recall of the Roman legions.   Internal factions
and the raids of Picts and Scots and Saxons completely
1 J. Ward, Roman Era in Britain (1911), 9- For Roman roads: ibid.
chapter 2, and map facing p. 280.
8 T. Mommscn, The Provinces of the Roman Empire (ed. 1909), i. 67, 86.
3 Vinogradoff, Growth of the Manor, bk, i. chapter 2. But F. Haverfield
(Victoria County History, Norfolk, i. 281) holds that " the Britons generally
adopted the Roman speech and civilization ".
* Vinogradoft, Grotvtk of the Manor, 67-68, and authorities cited, p. 106,
note 59.                                                                      5 Ibid. 82.